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SENATE BI LL 5239

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Tom MAuliffe, Marr, Shin and Kei ser

Read first tinme 01/15/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to a segnented mat hematics alternative assessnent;
and anendi ng RCW 28A. 655. 065.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.655.065 and 2006 c¢ 115 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature has nmade a commtnent to rigorous academc
standards for receipt of a high school diploma. The primary way that
students w |l denponstrate that they neet the standards in reading
writing, mathematics, and science is through the Washi ngt on assessnent
of student |learning. Only objective assessnents that are conparable in
rigor to the state assessnent are authorized as an alternative
assessnent. Before seeking an alternative assessnent, the |egislature
expects students to make a genuine effort to neet state standards,
t hrough retaki ng the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning; regular
and consistent attendance at school; and participation in extended
| earni ng and ot her assi stance prograns.

(2) Under RCW 28A. 655.061, beginning in the 2006-07 school vyear
the superintendent of public instruction shall inplenment objective
alternative assessnent nethods as provided in this section for students
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to denonstrate achievenent of the state standards in content areas in
whi ch the student has not yet nmet the standard on the high school

Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning. A student may access an
alternative if the student neets applicable eligibility criteria in RCW
28A.655.061 and other eligibility criteria established by the
superintendent of public instruction, including but not limted to
attendance criteria and participation in the renediation or

suppl emental instruction contained in the student |l|earning plan
devel oped wunder RCW 28A. 655.061. A school district may waive
attendance and/or renediation criteria for special, unavoidable
ci rcunst ances.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "applicant” nmeans a student
seeking to use one of the alternative assessnent nethods in this
section.

(4) One alternative assessnent nethod shall be a conbination of the
applicant's grades in applicable courses and the applicant's highest
score on the high school Wshi ngton assessnent of student |earning, as
provided in this subsection. The superintendent of public instruction
shall determine which high school courses are applicable to the
alternative assessnent nethod and shall 1issue guidelines to school
districts.

(a) Using guidelines prepared by the superintendent of public
instruction, a school district shall identify the group of students in
t he sane school as the applicant who took the sane high school courses
as the applicant in the applicable content area. From the group of
students identified in this manner, the district shall select the
conpari son cohort that shall be those students who net or slightly
exceeded the state standard on the Washington assessnent of student
| ear ni ng.

(b) The district shall conpare the applicant's grades in high
school courses in the applicable content area to the grades of students
in the conparison cohort for the sane high school courses. If the
applicant's grades are equal to or above the nean grades of the
conparison cohort, the applicant shall be deened to have net the state
standard on the alternative assessnent.

(c) An applicant may not use the alternative assessnent under this
subsection (4) if there are fewer than six students in the conparison
cohort.
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(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop an
alternative assessnent nethod that shall be an evaluation of a
coll ection of work sanples prepared and submtted by the applicant, as
provided in this subsection and, for career and technical applicants,
the additional requirenents of subsection (6) of this section.

(a) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop
guidelines for the types and nunber of work sanples in each content
area that may be submtted as a collection of evidence that the
applicant has net the state standard in that content area. Wor k
sanples may be collected from academc, career and technical, or
renmedi al courses and may include performance tasks as well as witten
products. The superintendent shall submt the guidelines for approval
by the state board of education.

(b) The superintendent shall devel op protocols for subm ssion of
the collection of work sanples that include affidavits from the
applicant's teachers and school district that the sanples are the work
of the applicant and a requirenent that a portion of the sanples be
prepared under the direct supervision of a classroom teacher. The
superintendent shall submt the protocols for approval by the state
board of educati on.

(c) The superintendent shall develop uniform scoring criteria for
evaluating the collection of work sanples and submt the scoring
criteria for approval by the state board of education. Col | ecti ons
shall be scored at the state level or regionally by a panel of
educators selected and trained by the superintendent to ensure
objectivity, reliability, and rigor in the evaluation. An educator may
not score work sanples submtted by applicants from the educator's
school district. |If the panel awards an applicant's collection of work
sanples the mninmum required score, the applicant shall be deened to
have net the state standard on the alternative assessnent.

(d) Using an open and public process that includes consultation
with district superintendents, school principals, and other educators,
the state board of education shall consider the guidelines, protocols,
scoring criteria, and other information regarding the collection of
work sanples submtted by the superintendent of public instruction.
The collection of work sanples may be inplenented as an alternative
assessnment after the state board of education has approved the
gui delines, protocols, and scoring criteria and determned that the
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collection of work sanples: (i) WIIl neet professionally accepted
standards for a valid and reliable neasure of the grade |evel
expectations and the essential academ c |learning requirenents; and (ii)
is conparable to or exceeds the rigor of the skills and know edge t hat
a student nust denonstrate on the Wshington assessnent of student
learning in the applicable content area. The state board shall nake an
approval decision and determi nation no | ater than Decenber 1, 2006, and
thereafter may increase the required rigor of the collection of work
sanpl es.

(e) By Septenber of 2006, the superintendent of public instruction
shall develop informational materials for parents, teachers, and
students regarding the collection of work sanples and the status of its
devel opnent as an alternative assessnent nethod. The nmaterials shal
provi de specific guidance regarding the type and nunber of work sanples
likely to be required, include exanples of work that neets the state
| earni ng standards, and describe the scoring criteria and process for
the collection. The materials shall also encourage students in the
graduating class of 2008 to begin creating a collection if they believe
they may seek to use the collection once it is inplenented as an
alternative assessnent.

(6)(a) For students enrolled in a career and technical education
program approved under RCW 28C. 04.110, the superintendent of public
instruction shall develop additional guidelines for a collection of
wor k sanpl es that evidences that the collection:

(1) I's relevant to the student's particular career and technica
program

(1i1) Focuses on the application of academ c know edge and skills
wi thin the program

(ii1) Includes conpleted activities or projects where denonstration
of academ c know edge is inferred; and

(iv) Is related to the essential academ c |earning requirenents and
state standards that students nust neet to earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent or certificate of individual achievenent, but also
represents the know edge and skills that successful individuals in the
career and technical field of the approved program are expected to
possess.

(b) To neet the state standard on the alternative assessnment under
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this subsection (6), an applicant nust also attain the state or
nationally recognized certificate or credential associated with the
approved career and technical program

(c) The superintendent shall consult with community and technica
col | eges, enployers, the work force training and educati on coordi nating
board, apprenticeship prograns, and other regional and national experts
in career and technical education to create an appropriate collection
of work sanples and ot her evidence of a career and technical student's
knowl edge and skills on the state academ c standards.

(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall inplenent an
alternative assessnent option for mathematics that: Presents the
mat henatics essential academc learnings in segnents for assessnent; is
conparable in content and rigor to the tenth grade nmathenatics
assessnent when all segnents are considered together; is reliable and
valid; and can be used to determne a student's academ c perfornmance
| evel .

(8) The superintendent of public instruction shall study the
feasibility of wusing existing mathematics assessnents in |anguages
other than English as an additional alternative assessnent option. The
study shall include an estimation of the cost of translating the tenth
grade mathematics assessnent into other |anguages and scoring the
assessnents shoul d they be inpl enented.

((68))) (9) The superintendent of public instruction shal
i npl enent :

(a) By June 1, 2006, a process for students to appeal the score
t hey received on the high school assessnents; and

(b) By January 1, 2007, guidelines and appeal processes for waiving
specific requirenments in RCW 28A. 655. 061 pertaining to the certificate

of academic achievenent and to the certificate of individua
achi evenment for students who: (1) Transfer to a Wshington public
school in their junior or senior year with the intent of obtaining a
public high school diploma, or (ii) have special, unavoidable

ci rcunst ances.
((69Y)) (10) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt
rules to inplenent this section.

~-- END ---
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